
DISPLAY RULES AND REGULATIONS 
(You can find the full list of guidelines in the Allocation Regulations document) 

 
Exhibitor Display Highlights 

- Hard walls may not be positioned along space edges 
- Must maintain 5’ sight-lines with hard walls next to neighboring exhibitors 
- Hard walls can go up as high as 8’ 
- Hard wall graphics must face into the Exhibitor’s booth and not on the side of 

their neighbor’s 
- First 5’ of non-wall space next to an aisle cannot exceed display height of 4’ – 

Can go up to 8’ in height after that 
- Bulk exhibitors responsible for draping or finishing unfinished walls – Needs to 

be Exhibit Viewing Ready 
- Island overhead sign rules apply – center over booth to avoid neighbor double 

facing complaints 
- Send diagrams/plans for approval before beginning construction on your booth 

 
Banners/Flags  
Telescoping signs and banners must meet these guidelines and may not hang over/into aisles or 
neighboring exhibits. They are also not allowed on the top of your booths. This will be strictly 
enforced in 2026.  
 
Booth Exhibits Guidelines 
Review the Allocation Procedures for rules and pictures of the booth exhibit guidelines. These 
guidelines are strictly enforced. All bulk/open area exhibitors or anyone planning a newly 
constructed, elaborate display must submit a to-scale drawing of their exhibit to NMMA for 
approval. Please advise us if your exhibit has not been altered since last year; you may not need to 
reapply for approval. 
 
Booth Signage 
Hanging signs are only allowed over island and peninsula booths. Hanging signs are prohibited over 
standard (linear) booth spaces. Standard (linear) booth signs are limited to an 8’ height restriction 
unless attached to the back drape when the height restriction is 10’.  
 
Exhibitors are required to finish and decorate any unfinished partitions, walls or backs of signs, 
which are visible to the public. Two-sided identification signs along the back wall of an exhibit that 
detract from the adjoining exhibit must be removed or covered up. Exposed exhibit back walls will 
be draped or finished at exhibitor’s expense. 
 
Carpet 
Booths are all required to have floor coverings. If your booth does not have a floor covering by 
Monday, October 6th, a floor covering will be provided and charged to the exhibitor.  
 
Demonstrations 
As a matter of safety and courtesy to others, exhibitors should conduct sales presentations and 
product demonstrations in a manner which assures all exhibitor personnel and attendees are within 
the contracted exhibit space and not encroaching on the aisle or neighboring exhibits. It is the 
responsibility of each exhibitor to arrange displays, product presentation and demonstration areas 
to ensure compliance. 
 
Special cause should be taken when demonstrating machinery or equipment that has moving parts, 
cooking equipment with an open flame, or any product that is otherwise potentially dangerous. 
Exhibitors should establish a minimum setback of three feet (3’) and/or install hazard barriers as 
necessary to prevent accidental injury to spectators. Sound demonstrations should not 



exceed 85 decibels. Additionally, demonstrations should only be conducted by qualified 
personnel. 
 
Electrical 
Every exhibit facility has different electrical requirements; however, minimum guidelines are 
suggested: 
 
All 110-volt wiring should be grounded three-wire. 
Wiring that touches the floor should be “SO” cord (minimum 14-guage/three-wire) flat cord, which 
is insulated to qualify for “extra hard usage”. 
Cord wiring above floor level can be “SJ” which is rated for “hard usage”. 
Using zip cords, two-wire cords, latex cords, plastic cord, lamp cord, open clip sockets, and two-wire 
clamp-on fixtures is not recommended and is often prohibited. Cube taps are not recommended 
and are often prohibited. 
Power strips (multi-plug connectors) should be UL approved, with built-in over-load protectors. 
 
Flammable and Toxic Materials 
All materials used in display construction or decorating should be made of fire-
retardant materials and be certified as flame retardant. Samples should also be available 
for testing. Materials that cannot be treated to meet the requirements should not be used. A flame 
proofing certificate should be available for inspection. Exhibitors should dispose of any waste 
products they generate during the exhibition in accordance with guidelines established by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the facility. 
 
Storage 
Fire regulations prohibit storing products, literature, empty packing containers or 
packing materials behind back drapes or under draped tables. In most cases, however, 
exhibitors may store a limited supply of literature or product appropriately within the booth area, so 
long as these items do not impede access to utility services, create a safety problem or look 
unsightly. 
 
Structural Materials 
All exhibit displays should be designed and erected in a manner that will withstand normal contact 
or vibration caused by neighboring exhibitors, hall laborers or installation/dismantling equipment 
such as forklifts. Displays should also be able to withstand moderate wind effects that may occur in 
the exhibit hall when freight doors are open. Refer to local building codes that regulate temporary 
structures. 
Exhibitors should ensure that any display fixtures such as tables, racks or shelves are designed and 
installed properly to support the product or marketing materials to be displayed upon them. 


